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_* "QINPLE JOHN was a widow*s fon, and a-cearfe e. 
Weaver to his rade; 
for chöff Beggs corn an 


-HisT ory of SIMPLE 


— 


1 JOHN. and his 
_ _ Twelve MisForTUNEs. 7 4 


the finet! webs he cou'd lay his fingers to: he was a preat iump 


df a lapg lean lad, aboon ſix feet bigh aſore he was ar: 
Fear auld, and as he faid biraſc!? 


gmcen 


, he grew fo faſt, ard wacin lic 


a hurcy ta be high. that he did. not ſtay to bring ab his judgment 


wi” him, but yet he hoped it would follow him, and ke would 


meet wi't as mony a ant does, after they're married; he had 


but ae fitcr, and ſhe had as }i:tle ſenſe as hig:f??, ſhe was mar- 


nied on fliceky billy. the wyhie aver, his mother was a rattiing 
ratite ſeu!?d wife, ande tbey liv'd a' in ae haute, and every body 


held them as a family of iools. 


We John came to mans 


—ftate, to the age of twen!y-cne years, he teh'd his mither he 


would ha'e a wite of ſome ſort, ther young or auld, widow or 


laſs, it they had but hea) and tips. 'G6ngue and t i, he ſhoy'd 


tak them, and well I wat mither, quoth he, th 
ing pennyworth of me, tak m- wha will. 

His mither tells him o' the black butcher on 
had three dockters, and every ade o' them had ſomertiing, there 
was Kite, Ann. and G.rzy, had kuvder merks a- picce, Kate 
and Ana had both baſtarc.. Crzy the eldeſt had a bump Hack, 
-  aHigh breaſt, baker legs a Hort wiy neck, thrawn mouth, aud 

- goggle eyed, averfet REiop of the male kind, wito as many 


cy i: get a tump+ 


"iviot- fide. who 


crooked conditi ns within as without, a very lump of loun like 


iil- nature, row? a? t-getber, as if he had been nine menths in 
a hagai-s, a fecand AHluion of erook'd-back'd Richard, an old 
— Fnglith king, that was born wi? teeth to dite a“ round about 
- him : and yet the wight gard mad to be married. | 
John's mither teh'd im the road wherr io go, and 
Tay, and :ccordingly he is aut u 
a? his brave, and 5 pair o“ new piilonian breckso' his rrither's 
making. In he comes and telPd his-crrand before he we ulct fit 
down, ſ:ys good-day to you goodman, what are ye a' doipg 
here? Pa wanting a wife, a-d.ye*re a fleſber, and has a gude 
» ſorting aide Fou 3 my mitier lays ye can (air me, r ony boty | 
ike me; what ſay ye tin't goodman, how mony doghters ha'e 
7. wad fain tak a Icok o' ſome o 


* 
— 


pe? are they a married vet 
them, gin ye like. 
A wow, ſaid the goodu 


| I: 


* 


no ken ye. L Wa 


_ 1 1 „ 


| what to 
his ſunday's coat on, and 


ife, come in my honeſt lad and reſt 
an ye be a wooer ſit down and gi'st ſnuff; A deed good - 
e hae rae mills but my mither's, and it's al hame. A whar 
x he, my rame's Jock Sende- 
„C oo | 


. >: duntry | 
he made Bot bing but ſdch as canvas 
do at ſocks, diuggi ard barn were 


MN, 


but m 


four C 


de u: 


wylic 
truly 
dinge 
65 
hae y 
of the 
. 
ther 
fairs 
but I 
what 


= 4 


@ 
* es q — 
* 8 * . - 


8 
mn, they ca? me fate John the E 1 hae nae W 


but my loom. a pirm wheel, a kettle pat, « iſs pan, twa pigss, 


four cogs and a candleftick, a good cock, + cat. twa errocks new 


de un to lay; my ſiker Sara is married on fleeky Willie the 
wie weavery and | maun hae a bag wife or my mither die, for 


truly he's very frail, and ony ha'le o' health ſhe has is —_—_ 


dinger time; whit ſay ye till't goodman? can ye byrkle me or no 


C ran. A dear John, ye're in an uno h ſte, ye When 
bac you're wife hame wi ye? they're a? three before ye, whi 

o them wiit've tak ! ? 

_ Aw tout, (49+. J ha, ony o them *ill fare me, but my Tai 
ther {ſays there's twa o“ Teas has fau'ts. Aad what is their 
fai'rs, (iid the good wife ? is vw; ſaid John, it's ng meikle fau't, 
but 1 dia keit, they got men or they were mariicd. And 
what Ma I' do wi' them, ſaid the goodman ? 

Jona) „d. ed gosdman as ye're ay dealing among dead beafts © 


| and livine b. -aſts, I wad pu” them awa' among ither beaſts, or 
gin ye be zun one penny, let foe body tak them up o' deſpe- 


rate debt, fofade lay, the fis es frac them, they anger dvou and 


ſnam' d you b1its w?? their b ſtards, a wheen daft jid-s it gets. FE: 


men oc they be married, and bairns or they get bridais, 

Goud wiic.) A wat well that's ue tad.” © > 

Gi: zv.) A wee} John than, will ye tak me, I bae nae dane 
ho win ve and | de, | 

Dun. ) Lwa'na-gia ye be able to get a biſturd, ret ye may 


hae ſome war fin't; a, ye maua be *'7 Senmyworth, for ye'te 


une » little, and i'm oer messe, awd gin re aa, I werg-ance - 
cairded- thro? ither, we ne. get bonny weans o' midlen makz 


Ina'enze fau'ts to ye, ba ye ha' a high breaſt, a humnp back, 


a hort neck, and tigh ſhoulders, the hends and legs may do. 
they * your month be a wee. to the tee (ide, it will ly well to the 
rock, and Ihe a hantte of tow i ſpin will be OR Cirks*3 3b 
acks till u', ye'l de my f nfy Hanty nant ] Þ verfcet 
beauty, wi? cats yeilow cen, black, brows, 440 red lips, DE > 
peu very m:\fe, is a purny exlour, = ge at ian te. at a 


now Khan wil er be mar- id. . 


Gi 24) 2, ha, John lad, we mun think'on tint vet. 
J b.) Wat the yeltow laſe, ſhou nz „ve be ready Whan 
Fm r＋Hady. uc 1 5 dy favs the women's ay ready. © 
Grind wan.) Til ke ro come back, and bring ſomeh dy 


wi” von, and welt. 1225 about it, and ſet the day nan rell 
be marrie Is = 


Jehan A well Ending; "1 ten my mither at; and. cone 


hex on munanday, and wv i hae a chappin o' ale ind rorſet, 


eee an the gude chance fr, hut t maun hae a word o the. : 
de out- * to couvry me. Ay? * to hergel abou; 1. ; 
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-. ,, Goodmife.) A wow na John, the daft loung will langh at brings 
Wes you, and ne H think ſhame, gang Fe out- by, and ſhe'il ſpeak to Nshere 
Jon through the gavel window, . Nuei's |: 
Opt goss John, and the bride 2nd her twa fiſters.goes to the Ne ta 
E Window within to hear the diverſion, and what he woult ſay, lurns 
| No, ſays John, Girzy my dear, my braw pretty woman, an Mead 
pe he incarneft tell me, for by my ſuthe I'm no ſcorning.. backfi 
_ Girzy.) Indeed John I'm very willing to tak you, but ye bed, 
needna tel} every body about it. | Aas, 
Iuohn.)] Than gie me a bit kiſs on that? He ſhats his head ia foppii 
_* +. Ut the window, making a lang neck, to win down to her, aud could 
- ſhe ſtood on ali:tk ſtool to win up to him; O, crics he, an je car; 
7 were good fleſh 1 could eat you., I like yon ſae well, it's a there 
Pitz there is ſica hard wa? a tween us, Vie tell my mither ſae © whe! 
Bonny 28 ye're, Olgie me auither kiſs yet an then l' go: - one goes 
TS Ober liters ſtanding by in a da h corner, gets ha'd o a cows fl who 
9 Brad which wanted a' the ſkin but about the mouth, and muts 
tout towards his mouth, which he kiſſed in the dark O, cried 
hae, but your auth be cauld Cace I kiſe'd yon laſt, and I think IE but 
b- e kae à beard, I faw pae that afore, or it's wi? ſpianing tow, I bag 
. —. that maks your modth ſae rough at een. | va 
Hame he comes, and tells his mither the ſpeed and properties beir 
cf ine martiage. ' A thicge was got e and next week nd 
. | * Alzeky Willie the weaver and him came to gree the mar-iage,' abo 
WW - 3 a night wi the bride, and teach Jobn gude mavners, 2nd 
for whan John was hupgry, he minded bis meat more than his bed 


— 


* 


wo ude behaviour; and as he was never fu? till the diſh was tome, Ene 
Wie the weaver was to tramp on S's fit when he thought he bra 
> Had ſupped enough; ſo all things being agreed upon ſhort and - 


ealy terms, and the wedding-day ſett, they were to be three iſ bes 
times cry'd on Sunday, and quietly. married. on Munanday, Wa 
neither piper nor fidler to be employed, but ſweich 2wa? hame as 
tac the miniſter. and into the bed amang the hlankets; ha, ha, * 
bᷓ̃rfkes Jobo, that's the beſt o't a. F 
aw every thing being concluded as propoſed, and ſupper he 
Was brought, a large fat haggies, the very ſwell would done a tt 
hungty body gude, but John had got only twa or three ſoups, th 
until ane o' the butcher's meikle dog+ tramped on John's fit, pi 
| which he tock to be the weaver, and then he would ſup no ff V 
more. After ſupper they went to bed; John and the weaver al 
lay together, and then he abyſed the wearer for. trumping ſae C 
— oon, which he denied: But O, ſaid John, there's a hantle o't 
left, and I ſaw where it was fet; they're a ſleepirg, I'il go riſe H r 
- ad tak a ſoup o*t yet: ay, een do fae ſaid fleeky Willie, and v 
bring a ſoup to me too: away then John goes to the amry, and 2 
> lays to the haggies, till his ain haggies cou'd had nae mairy then | 


% 


— 
— 


135 
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1 at brings the reft to fleeky Willie, but inflead of going to the bed“ 
: to Nshere he was, goes io the bed where the bride and her twa ſiſ- 
S tei's lay, but they. being faſt aſleep, he ſpeaks flowly, will 
the ie tak it, will ye tak it? but they making .no-anſwer, he 
ay, lurns vp the blankets to put a ſoup into, Willie's mouth, but in- 
an Nfead of doing io, he puts a great ſpoonful cloſe to one of their 
backſides! ſlzeky Willie hears. all that paſt, comes, cut-o? the ©  } 
ye bed, and tups out the remainder, and ſets up the diſh whare it | 
was, leaves the amry door open to let the Eats get the blame tt | 
ia ſupping the haggies, and awa' they goes to bed, but poor John ü 
nd could get vac ſleep for drouth, up he gets in ſearch of the water 
ye cad, and finding an empty pitcher, puts in his hand to find if wi. 
; a iff there was anz water in it, but finding none, he cloſed his hand, 
ſae © when it was within the pitcher, and then could uot get it cut, 
ne goes to the bed and tells ſlecky Willie what bad happened him, | 
ws who adviſed him to open the Coor and go out to a knocking® 09 , | 
us ſtane that ſtood: before-the door, and break it there, to get out 
ed bis hand, and not to mak a noiſe in the houſe, ſo out he gaess / 
nk but the bride's fiſter, who had gotten the great ſpoonful of the 
w, I taggies laid to her backfide, was out before bim, rubbing the 
W nafiineſs (as ſhe took it to be) off the tail of her fork, and the 
es being in alouting peſture, he took her for the-knocking-ftane, | 
ck end comes o'er her burdies with the pitcher, till it New ia picces - 
ec, about ker, then eff ſhe runs wi' the fright, round a turf lack 


's, and into the houſe before him, John comes in trembiing-to the ._ -* 

's bed again wi? the fright, praying to. preſ-rve him, for fic a 

e, knocking-ſtane he never ſaw, for it ran clean awa* when he 

le brack the pit upobity.5io 8 

d No John was furniſhed in a houſe by his father- in-law, the 

e bed, loom, heddles, treadles, thrums, reeds, and pirn wheel, 

Ys was a brought and ſet up, before the marriage, which was kept 

ie as a profound ſecret; ſo that, John got the'hrſt nigbt of his am 

a, wife, and bis ain houſe a? at ae time: So on the text morning 
gaſter the marriage, John and his wife made vp ſome articles, 

er how they were to work, and keep houſe: John was to held 

a © tbe houſe in meat, meal, fire, and water; Gitzy wgt io mak 

, the west and keep the houſe in clothes ; the Father - in- law to 

dy pay their rent for three yeare, tkey were to bae no ſervants, 

o oni they bad children, and the firſt child was to be a John, 

r aſter its ain daddy, get it wha will, if a boy; abd if à girl, 

e - Girzy, after its minny, as ke'ſaid, wia had wrought beſt for't. _ 1 

't I. Then ſhe ordered Jaha to riſe and begio his work, by * © | 

e putting on à fire, and tak the twa new piggs, and gang fo the 

d well: No fooner had John opened the door, and gone out with 


d a. pięg in every hand, than a? the bays avd girls beicg gatiiered -— 
uin a croud to fee bim, gave a-loud huzza, and clapping their 
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* bands at bim; poor Joh not kaowing what it mean“, thought 
2 it was fine fport, began to clap his hands too, aud not mining 


; 12 
doll, an 


fets 1; © 
they BE 


the two pies, Claſhes te tane againſt the tither, till baith Ft 
went in pieces, an that was a chef huzza, to aich auld Minn 

' and young that was lbokins at him. Girzel, the wife dra him . 0 
into the houſe, and to him the flies with, the wick d wife's 0 01 

..,., weapons, her tongue ard tangs, made his ribs to crank. ſaving, | | ay 
They ted me y- way daft, but I'n ding the d Mig out o' ye, . 
. Til dein wi“ ye a Un amiad to end wi ye; poowr John at doe Wi 
= - Crying and claving bis lues Hi, ba (iid he, its mas burns mn 
Play to be married, I fin4 that atre«dy 3 his mithin law came y. 
in ard made up peace, went tua cooper, and got them a big 8 
wooden ſtonp to carty in their vater | how 
II. Next mirning Jha was ſent to the Reh market an er. 1 y 
rand to his father in-law, who gave him a pece of R:th to _ 
carry home, and as he was coming out*ef the \narket, he ſaw Wen 
tix br ſeven af the fÞ=fſher's dogs fall on and worry at a poor 248 


_ eounry colley dog: Ja ce, aufer, cricn Jahn to the dige, ̃ 
1 ye're but a wheen unmannrerty. raſkels, that fa's on ae poor vi 
pbeaſt, heth ye ſ.id a be put in the teſb arb, and tane ts the bone 

_ dailies, and hang'd for the like o' that, it's perfect murder, and I, 


1 | | | 85 | FS 00 
li he rnos amongſt the dogs, and be har g'd 10 yu a the gither, ing - 
Was the quarrel? want's the q3a:rel ? John flizzs down vol 


the ſie ſh he had carrying, and grips the colley, who took John Nos u 
for aa enemy too, ani bites his hens till the blocd followed; orer 


| the whole of the tykes ams on poor J hn, til down he gore iog k 
E in the dirt a mongſt their fekt, and ene of the des - uns off with V. 
dis fle: 0 John went home both diry and bloody. Without Wir u. 
His fte h; tells Girzy how it haspencd, who apolicd hat ol wet 
plaiſter, her taog and tengue, made Joun to burſe the very thin 
miniſter. that married them, and wiſh'd he might never do a ud 
beiter turn. 5 wy — 255 9 = 45-3 : 0g 
II, N: xt morning Fobn wis ſ-nt to the well with ihe great hed 

ſtoup to bring in water for breakfat, and as he was p-lling the can 
ſtoup ut of the well, in he tumbels and his head dows; the ail 
well being narrow, he co? na win gut; ſome peovie paſſiag 5 
dy chance bear ine anch ciying, and runs to bis relief, hanl'd of 

: him aut Half dead, ant ncbed him ban an- after weittiv a bu 
de fark, he was comforted with the old plainer, her tongue A to 


and the her tanzs NO ie er ET | | 
IV. Next day the fave, John, T-vaiat-20 to the marke m- ; 
felf, for ir you g, you'll hghr wi? the dogs, and let tbem ran 
awa? ei“ ony, thing ve buy © Ce that ve put an he nw, and 
- mThie't bailing gain cone hane, Ihn pro niſed wet, but per- ; 
12 forms very idly, S$1c's nooner gone. than he page an the 
ne pot withuzt any water in it, and a gowl tire u make it 
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hall, and away he goes to the unhapj y well, fills. his loup and 


At fets i; GOWN, to look it a parcel of boys playing at cat and dog. 
ith they perſuaded J hn te 1Aake a game with/them, on he plays tit. 
wm. Wove f the boys cries, fly Joby, yonder's your Girzy coming; 


* zan runs into the horſe wi? the water, and the pot being red 
nim 5 e ad F Lact * 
hot O' tf cnfire, he tumes in the cold water into it, Which made 
ng, Wie pot flee all in pieces juſt as ſhe was entering the door: John 
=, mas ſor it, zud the runs after hi: + crying ba'd the tbief; i me 
g perſons ſtop*d bim; ſhe came up, and then-ſhe laboured bimall 


fi f 5 . mY 

ihr De way home, and he crying, © firs?! ye fre what it is to be 

8 ma ried ' but he mother in ie made up prace between them, . - 
. V. On the next morning ſhe ſcut bim to the water.to woah 


1 N 5 o : o 4 » 
bow be was o do or he ent away; Joby gors tothe water 


5 IJrry wilhngty, and as he turned aud Wall. d them, he laid them 
„ Nen behind bim, where ane f his father n-law's big dogs 
55 hood, and eat then „ 26 Fil as he lad them down, tiil all va 
©, gone but the laſt one, which he carried home io Gi 2, cryirg 


* Ike + child, for which he get a bearfy drubbing with the tages. 

| Vi. His father-in - a At day feor him for a fat calf he hid 
bought, and tied he meme in a uagb in, for ſca- be thowd, loſe 
It; ard. as he was going aloryit a bridge, he mee t> a MA rings 
ing after a horſe, who.erics wo John io ſtop the to; ſes but John 
hol benig able, metis him on tv bridge, and k ocks t ure 
06 the fcc wi the napkin and Weber, and the money flaw one 
orer the biilge imo the water, whica made John g. AQiECTYs 
iog Birteriy, dreading the old plaiſter, whee;i, he got 1 $caly. 
VII. Next morulvg Girzy ſent tim apa n to the bridge ivſce 
if ue cgulii find any of icin the wier, tre be font d ducks 
ſw.emirg, and ducking dosn their hes in the water, and he 
thinkiag it was his money they pick! dus, takes up ene of then 
and rips her up, bla found anne, then (ys he, they been look 
ing for !: John ſtrips if ulis clothes, and leaves themon the 
hedge, goes id a ducking as they did, in which time a rag- man 
came paſt, and carried off his clothes, fo he went tome, c ying 
ail the way. ard Girzy applicd her old plaiſer the tabs gs. 
- Vil Next moroiog the. ſent bim to.a farm bhauſe for a pigful 
of butter milk, and as he returned thro' the ficids, the fermer's 
bull and aviiter bull Has fighiing, the firmer's cull being Ek: 
to lofe, hu ugs in bebiud him, aud fets his head tothe bull's 
tail, on purpoſe to help him to puſh the other, the bull thinkin 
iT it ſerve 6ther buk attacking him fiod afide,, and the MET i. 
came ſull drive upon Job::,pull'd bim down, broke the pigg, . - 
add fpiit the milk, ſo he vent home to his did plaiſter, but be- 
ing his uſnal diet, he regarded it the left. F 

IX. Hi, mither in law, with ſeveral auld witty wives, held 
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” a private counci! on John's conduct and bad luck, and concluded 
de was bewitched, John was of the ſame opinion, and went te 

- + the miniſter, an told him to his face that he was the cauſe o 
all his misfortune, by putting ſuch a bad bargain into his hand 
ijnſiſted either to unmzrry them again, or ſend death and the bei 

man to take her awa?, for ſhe had #lumpof miſchief on her back 
another on ter breaſt, and the reſt o“ ber body is a clean d—1, 

The miniſter beean to exhort him to peace and patience; telling 
dim that martiages was made in heaven 3'ye're a baiſt liar, Sir 
ſays John, for I was married is your ain kitchen, an a' the black- 

guards about the town was there, an it had a been heaven they 

wadna win in. 80 out he goes, curſing like a mad- man, and 

1 throws francs at the miniſter's wirdęws, for which he was put 
© twa? hours i the ſtocks, and his lump of corruption came and 
rubbedchis Jugs, threw-bis nofe, and drove him hame before ter; 
X. Next morning Girzy fet John to his lago, as ſhe ſaw he 
Was unfit for any ther buſineſs: but rag lang before day, 

- teavinz his tormentor aſleep in bed, he fell aſleep up un his loom, 
with the candle in his band, and ſo ſet the web, headles, tee, 
and tread's cords on fire: by chance his old viper Jeoked out 
of the bed, or the whole houſe had been gone: up the pot, and 
aharm'd the neighbours. who came to her relief, but pocr John 
2 underwent a dreadful ſwabdling for this. „ 
FEY XI. After this Girzy ſeat John in ſearch of à hen's neft; 
; . wto had taken Tame by-place to lay her eggs in, and as poot | 


1 — 


John was in un auld kiln ſearching about the wells, the kiln ribs 
brake, and dows he goes with a vengearce into the loggie, zod 
: enticed and bruiſed himlelf in a ter- ible m7 ner, and was cblig'd 
do creep out at the lnggie below, ſcarcely able to get hame, bis 
_ }- "face and nofe running o' blood. When he went home, Girrzy ff 
paitied him, ailing what place cf him-was ſzireſt'? O! faid he. 
Sur, I'm a brizzebd atween the ect. Are ye indeed, quoth 
8 me, then I with ye had broken your neck, that 1 might gotten 
N | anither, uſeleſs ae way, and uſeleſs mae ways, ye's no be lang 
1 | ere, gang whar ye like. 1 „ 
„ XII. Now ae poor Jha was turn'd cut of doors nex: m rn- 
$ log, to go awa' hirpling ana ſtaff, ene came and told him his 
1 mither was dead. Oh hoch, ſaid John, and is my mither clean 
dead: O an the wad but leck down thro? the lift, and fee how fl 
Fm guided'this morning, Pm ſare ſhe wad fend death for me 
Too: l'm out o a mitier, out o' a wife, out o' my bealth and 
ſcttreoęth, and a' my warklooms, den 125 
is 890 Jibn appealed tou Jedbuygh Jury, if it was net eaſier to 
1 deal wi fools, than headſtrong faſhions fouks; owns he has but 
an empty ſcull; but his mither ſaid he was a bidable bairn, if. 
a body kad been learn him. ee bel 
VVV 


